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Resources:  
· Course Resources: textbooks, articles, media, and model programs (e.g., Strengthening Families state initiatives & action plans; Help Me Grow affiliates; PLTI, Community Cafes). 
· Community Resources:  Existing programs and agencies in your community or state that support children and families.

Action Team:  
Who will you need to partner with in the development and implementation of your plan?  
Families must be on the team!  You are not to do this on your own!  


	A. Identify one issue from one of two sources
[The 2017 status of children in your home state or another chosen state (Children’s Defense Fund Annual “Children in the States Fact Sheets”) 
- OR - Your environmental observation and documentation review research (i.e., visit to a center, family child care or early elementary classroom]  

	Identified Issue:  




	B. Connect the issue to one of the five Strengthening Families Protective Factors.   
Write an explicit description of the issue and the connection to a protective factor.  
(Five Protective Factors:  1) parental resilience, 2) social connections,  3) concrete support in times of need,  4) knowledge of parenting and child development, and 5) social and emotional competence of children.)

	Strengthening Families Protective Factor:





	C. Present your advocacy position.

	Issue: Explain why you have selected this issue and the need to advocate for change.



	Application:  One Sociological Theory



	Application:  Minimum of Two Fundamental Course Concepts:
1. NAEYC Code of Ethical Conduct:  at least one ideal or principle: 

2. Family and Community Relationships standards:  at least one standard:


	D. Present a plan for action.  
How would you address this issue to improve conditions for families with young children?
(Utilize at least two evidence-based programs, approaches, strategies and/or tools from course resources.  Examples:  Help Me Grow, 
a checklist from Beyond the Bake Sale, an article, a video)

	1.

2.


	Demonstrate how this action plan supports families as their children’s first and most important teachers and advocates! 



	ACTION TEAM!  (explained in Beyond the Bake Sale)
Identify who will help you create and implement this plan.  Families must be involved in the creation and implementation of the plan!!




	E. Video Presentation:  
Deliver your advocacy and action plan.  Prepare a 5 to 7 minute, narrated digital presentation based on your advocacy and action paper to persuade others to support the student’s position.  (Examples: Powerpoint, Imovies, digital story)




